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Loren Jay Mallon Centro de Rehabilitacion  

The Loren J Mallon Centro de Rehabilitacion is the first 
of its kind in all of Guatemala. 
 
Construction of the Loren Jay Mallon (LJM) Centro de 
Rehabilitacion was completed in May 2007. Construction 
was managed by ROMP patient Vairo Chavez. Vairo and 
his crew did an amazing job. This new patient care 
facility contains a spacious, naturally lit and well-
ventilated gymnasium and gait training area, two private 
evaluation rooms, an administrative office and a large 
storage space.  Included is an outdoor  
work area which connects directly to the fabrication 
workshop and assembly area. The new workspace not                                                                    
means increased safety, privacy and comfort for the 
patients but also for our staff and visiting volunteers.  The 
lab is even equipped with on-site internet which is 
essential for communication with US physicians, 
volunteer prosthetists and orthotists regarding difficult  
 

cases as they arise in real-time.  The LJ center is truly a 
center of excellence in prosthetic and orthotic care and 
is the only of its kind in Guatemala, offering a First-
world approach to these services in the developing 
world.  ROMP donors and volunteers Elizabeth Mallon 
and Eric Mallon, conceptualized, designed and 
spearheaded the funding for the LJM Centro project in 
honor of their father.  Generous donations also came 
through the sale of personalized bricks to be set in 

February 2008, memorializing the solidarity of all this 
project’s supporters.  This expansion project is the 
result of the ROMP family’s directed vision for 
Guatemala, and has already served over 200 
Guatemalan patients.�  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Above Knee 225 
Hip Disarticulation 21 
Below Knee 77 
Below Ankle 4 
Shoulder Disarticulation 1 
Above Elbow 9 
Below Elbow 13 
Custom Orthotic Braces 75 

 

Causes of Amputation  
ROMP Zacapa Clinic 

Patients Served: 425 

The Numbers:  October 2005 through November 2007       
 

Diabetes: 29% 

Motor Vehicle Accident: 44% 

Trauma: 4% 
Cancer: 4% 

Other: 19% 



Patient Profile: Vilma Yolanda 
Vilma will have her 12th birthday this Christmas Eve.  This last 
year has been very difficult for Vilma and her family.  On May 
12, 2007, Vilma was in an auto accident and survived but 
required an amputation of her left arm above the elbow.  In 
August, we met Vilma at the ROMP prosthetic clinic. It  
wasn’t clear how we would  
fabricate her prosthetic arm  
considering that we didn’t  
have access to donated  
materials of this kind and 
 which tend to be costly  
when purchased new.   
Luckily, the next morning  
ROMP received an e-mail  
from Shona’s Gift, a non- 
profit foundation in Chicago whose mission is to enrich the lives 
of children and teens, offering to cover the expense of Vilma’s 
prosthesis. We molded Vilma’s arm and started to make her 
prosthetic socket while waiting for the components to arrive. A 
volunteer team of prosthetists and therapists came to Guatemala 
for a weeklong mission at the end of October bringing the 
materials necessary to finish Vilma’s arm. Everyone was 
touched by Vilmas excitement and enthusiasm with her new arm. 
This powerful experience was made possible through the 
collaboration and coordination of our donors and volunteers. 
Vilma thanks you! �   
 

 
Letter from ROMP Field Director David Krupa:  

 
12/1/07 Quito, Ecuador 
 
In July 2006 I moved to Zacapa, Guatemala to direct the 
daily operation of the ROMP prosthetic clinic, train our 
local staff and oversee organizational growth of ROMP 
within Guatemala. I never anticipated the rapidly growing 
demand for our services.  Starting in 2006, we attended to 
approximately four patients per week.  By November, 
2007 we treated an average of seven patients per day and 
our waiting list continues to grow each month.  Growth 
has been extreme as has been the quality of services 
provided thanks in large part to our talented local staff. 
This winter marks the first stretch of time when the 
Guatemalan staff will direct all patient care, prosthetic  
 

 
fabrication and office administration without my direct 
supervision for 3 months.  I will be working in Quito, 
Ecuador developing ROMP’s long-term role and presence 
there.  Luis Aragon is directing all patient care and lab 
operations while seeing patients, and managing local 
technicians Gabi Monroy, Marlon Flores and administrator 
Lesli Aragon.  Luis has developed into an exceptional 
clinician with more than two years experience, internet 
training, and ISPO Conference attendance.  Luis is also 
scheduling patients for the February 2008 clinic trip.  
Complicated and unprecedented cases with which Luis still 
may have trouble addressing alone will be seen and treated 
by the visiting volunteer teams which are scheduled to go 
every 3 months in 2008, ensuring that EVERYONE WHO 
NEEDS OUR HELP WILL RECEIVE IT.  ROMP patients 
in Guatemala are in dedicated and capable hands.   

 
Staff Profile: Marlon Flores 
Marlon is one of those young men who personify 
Empowerment Through Mobility.  He is a staff 
technician at the ROMP Zacapa prosthetic clinic, 
but we first got to know him as a patient.  More 
than four years ago, Marlon lost his right leg 
above the knee in a car accident.  Marlon used 
crutches during most of those four years until we 
made him a prosthetic leg in February, 2007.  
Marlon’s prosthesis, designed by volunteer David 
Rotter utilizes the highest technology available, 
made possible by donated components from 
American amputees. Motivated to help, he would 
visit us at the lab frequently to support other 
patients and over time began grinding sockets, 
filling molds with plaster and helping patients 
during gait training.  We soon hired Marlon and 
he has helped our team to manage the growing 
demand for the clinic’s services. Marlon sets a 
great example for new patients.  Everyday, 
patients in the waiting room watch Marlon 
carrying bags of plaster on his shoulder and they 
see him walking back and forth between the lab 
and the gym on his prosthetic leg. Young men 
and women like Marlon, who overcome 
disability, and give a valuable skill back to the 
communities in which they live and who serve as 
positive examples for others define the mission of 
ROMP.�  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Range of Motion Project,NFP is a 501(C)3 tax-exempt nonprofit public organization that operates independent 
of any religious or political affiliations 

Range of Motion Project �  PO Box 1084  �  Deerfield, IL 60015 �  312.235.2228 

www.rompglobal.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


